
DECEMBER 18 • HEAVEN’S GREATEST ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Read aloud Luke 2:8-21 

2:8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  
14“Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by 
the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

Devotional Thoughts 

Abraham’s blessing is born, the Prophet to succeed Moses, the King to outshine 
David! This is the most significant event in all of human history. No birth is more 
important than the birth of Jesus. Who will God notify? Kings, governors, the 
Jerusalem religious elite? God sends His angel to a group of shepherds out in the 
field, watching over the flocks by night. In antiquity, as today, shepherds are at 
the bottom of the hierarchy of social and political prestige or importance. These 
were the lowest of the low. But of all the people of Israel, as far as the biblical 
record tells us, these were the only ones God notified the night of Jesus’ birth. 

The sight of God’s angel fills the shepherds with fear and amazement, but the 
angel immediately calms them down. He is not here in judgment; he brings good 
news for everyone. This is not a message for Israel alone. Now Israel’s election, 
the blessing to Abraham’s family, comes to fruition. Jesus is God’s gift to the 
world, and Israel was God’s chosen vehicle for giving it. The angel informs the 
frightened shepherds that the Christ, the Messiah, the Lord has been born this 
very day in David’s town. 

The term “Christ” is the Greek translation of the Hebrew “Messiah,” which 
means “Anointed One.” This is a reference to the King, the Son of David, whom 
God had promised from so long ago. It also points to Moses’ promised Prophet. 



Kings, priests, and prophets were dedicated ritually by being anointed with oil. 
“Christ” is not a name; it is Jesus’ kingly, priestly, and prophetic title. 

The angel tells the shepherds how they will know who this baby is. They will find 
him wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger, a feed trough for 
animals. Jesus was the only baby born that night in the small town of Bethlehem 
who had to spend his first night in a barn. 

Suddenly, the lone angel is surrounded by a multitude of angels singing God’s 
praises and announcing His promised peace among those He favors. The angels 
return to heaven, and the shepherds run into town to see this baby. They find 
Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus, and they tell them all that has happened to 
them. They tell others as well, and amaze everyone. They then go home praising 
God for all they have seen. 

What an amazing God! He deliberately shunned the people our world honors as 
great. The greatest movers and shakers in the world of the first century were 
completely clueless about the greatest single occurrence in all human history, the 
arrival of the single most important human being ever to be born. Instead, God 
sent his multitudinous choir of heavenly angels to sing his praises and announce 
the momentous event to a handful of shepherds out in the field. Clearly, this 
newborn King, Yahweh’s King, will establish a Kingdom very unlike any 
kingdom the world has ever known. 

As you pray, remember the wonder that God has sent His Kingdom in Jesus 
Christ, a Kingdom that thankfully rejects our world’s power structures and 
brings God’s joy and light to the lowliest among us. 


